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SECU Foundation Helps NC Symphony Carry Music Education Across the State! 
 

Raleigh, N.C. – With member-funded SECU 
Foundation support, the North Carolina (NC) 
Symphony recently debuted a brand new vehicle 
that’s ready to hit the road in pursuit of expanding 
music education for students, teachers, and 
families across the state.  A $59,400 grant from 
the SECU Foundation provided funding for the 
custom-designed van equipped to transport up to 
five Symphony musicians, their instruments, and 
staff members to areas in the state with limited 
access to concerts and education programs.  
Officials from State Employees’ Credit Union 
(SECU) and SECU Foundation were on hand for 
the unveiling of the vehicle, which is personalized 
with a unique van wrap to highlight the North 
Carolina Symphony and SECU Foundation partnership. 
 
The NC Symphony works in conjunction with the NC Department of Public Instruction to develop 
programs within its music education curriculum, including a focus on the impact music education has in 
areas such as math, reading, and intellectual and social development.  The orchestra hosts an average 
of 50 school concerts/programs annually and receives more requests than they can meet.  The new 
van will provide the organization with the capacity to provide more offerings of its Ensemble in the 
Schools, Music Discovery, and Instrument Zoos programs, expanding the reach for an additional 1,000 
individuals to experience orchestral pieces played by world-class talent. 
 
“Music has a greater impact in our lives than we may realize – it brings people together to feel more 
connected,” remarked Mike Lord, President and CEO of State Employees’ Credit Union and the SECU 
Foundation.  “It’s truly impressive that NC Symphony musicians performed for more than 8,000 
students, teachers, and parents last year through these enrichment programs.  It’s exciting to know that 
number is going to grow even more because of the new van.  We are proud to support the North 
Carolina Symphony’s longstanding commitment to statewide service and music education!” 
 
“The North Carolina Symphony is grateful for this very generous gift from the SECU Foundation,” says 
NC Symphony President & CEO Sandi Macdonald.  “Our new van will safely and efficiently transport 
musicians and their instruments to dozens of North Carolina counties each year, ensuring that 
thousands of students throughout our state have access to live classical music experiences of the 
highest quality.” 
 

Contact:  Jama Campbell, Executive Director 
Office:  919-839-5562 | secufoundation@ncsecu.org 
 

L to R: Sandi Macdonald, NC Symphony President/CEO; Don Davis, NC 
Symphony Board Chair; Grant Llewellyn, NC Symphony Music Director; 
Mike Lord, President/CEO of SECU and the SECU Foundation; McKinley 
Wooten, Jr., SECU and SECU Foundation Board member; and Jama 
Campbell, SECU Foundation Executive Director. 



About SECU and the SECU Foundation 
A not-for-profit financial cooperative owned by its members, SECU has been providing employees of 
the state of North Carolina and their families with consumer financial services for nearly 82 years.  The 
Credit Union also offers a diversified line of financial advisory services including retirement and 
education planning, tax preparation, insurance, trust and estate planning services, and investments 
through its partners and affiliated entities.  SECU serves over 2.4 million members through 266 branch 
offices, nearly 1,100 ATMs, 24/7 Member Services via phone and a website, www.ncsecu.org.  The 
SECU Foundation, a 501(c)(3) charitable organization funded by the contributions of SECU members, 
promotes local community development in North Carolina primarily through high impact projects in the 
areas of housing, education, healthcare and human services.  Since 2004, SECU Foundation has 
made a collective financial commitment of more than $154 million for initiatives to benefit North 
Carolinians statewide. 

http://www.ncsecu.org/
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